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The Nine Lives 

of 
ELFEGO BACA 

The man they couldn't kill" 



Tales of 
TEXAS JOHN 
SLAUGHTER 

"How his six guns brought 
law to frontier America" 





"AS settlers moved west, they brought 
with them rifles— like the one I'm holding. 
They used them well — to provide food . 
for their families and to protect their 
homes. But, with the honest frontiersman 
came others— those who used their fire- 
arms to rob, molest, and kill— and even 
worse, as weapons of threat, instilling 
fear and forcing men to yield to tyranny. 
"There are heroes who emerge from such 
situations and times . . . courageous men, 
whose acts of daring will always be 
remembered . . . men like TEXAS JOHN 
SLAUGHTER and ELFEGO BACA." 



Tales of 
TEXAS JOHN 
SLAUGHTER 



■■■ ■.■■,.:■ ■■ ■ ■ ■ ■'■■ ■ 
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WHAT'S GOING OH HERE ? WHY'S 

svEeveopy running? THer'ee 

EITHER LOCO OR SCARED ! 2 
WONPER WHAT'S WRONG...! 
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", '!i r aal;:!f.--i'- All rinlrti r (.served IhtQUEhout ti 



jfe rm enmities Bum fBM 

smmp the warseiMS trough, 
me smut/see vmiLTs reo« 
mssnoote... 




THE StlSHWWCKER SWimS HIS WltSIHC 

in a uisr nspemm my... 




VOU SENT I WE PECIPEP ONtV A BWGEI? 

FOB ME « COULD UANPLE THOSE TWO 
OIUSLiNSEBSi ANP WE 
CEBTAfNLY WERE BIlSHT i 




NO .' you WEEE THEN WHO 
ivmm: I'M WE ABEyOU? 
KAN6EIZ tflU SENT ^>- 
FOR.' MY NAME'S 1 
BEN JENKINS, _J 

CO/WAN/ F! J 



I'M jounslauoites: 

JUST SOJSHT A 
SPBEAP NEAB HE66, 
ANP I AW TO BE A 
CATTLEMAN ! -_ 

ir -1 — 





I LIKE it; 

W«*,.WUATS 
WRONG WITH 
IT? 



MOTH IN6... EXCEPT THAT 
WHITE HATS HAVE BEEN 
THE TEAPE-MARK OF 
THE TEXAS RANGERS 
SINCE THE GOVERNOR 
REORGANIZED US 




THANKS FOR POING 
MV JOB ! TUB P.AN6ER5 
NEEP MEN LIKE yoU ! 
EVER THINK OF 
JOINING 1 



NO, THANKS .' I'M 
PLANNING TO 
MARRy ANP 
SETTLE POWN 
ON A\V RANCH .' 




THIS IS OUTLAW COUNTRy, JOHN I IF 
yOU WANT TO SETTLE HERE, VOU'P 
SETTER HELP THE RANGERS BRING 
LAW ANP ORPER FIRST .' HONEST 
RANCHERS AREN'T SAFE NOW .' 



"I / 




!4^fe 






I THINK I CAN 
TAKE CARE OF 
rttVSELF, BEN .' 



THAT'S WHAT THEy ALL SAy... 8UT 
GOOP LUCK I ONLy, IF yoli EVER 
CHANGE yOUR MINP, WE'RE CMPEP 
, OUTSIPE FOWLERTON ! 




GOOP IPEA! THEN WE'LL BE REAPy 
IF THEy TET ANY SHENAN IGAN.S .' 





ttrmsr, he iscaKS rue 
ml££ of came. *tfv, 

mlSr.HHHBULLBTS... 



THAT MANSES, BEN JENKINS, 
WAS SIGHT.' AN HONEST 
■ RANCHER HASN'T A CHANCE, 
WHILE THOSE OUTLAWS AM 
RUNNING WILC' 



WE'RE HEADING FOR THE 

RAMGER CAMP OUTSIPE 

FOWLERTON, BOY.' 

LET'S GO ; 








FOWLERTON'S HAVING A BIS FOURTH 
■ JULy CELEBRATION .' FRANK PAVIS'S 
>NG Of OUTLAWS WILL BE WE& .' 

r want you two soys to go and 

ARREST SAM BARRETT .' 



SAM'S A RANGER •' HE «»RKEP 
HIS WAy INTO THE OAVIS SANS 
TO GET INFORMATION FOR U5 ! 




lam, in rmceo MKO PLiizii arpim& TON. ..\ 

HERE COMES SAM I OKAy ! BE CAREFUL, SEN .' SOME 1 

BARRETT I PONT TOUGH -LOOKING HOMSRE'5 WATCHING ) 
LOOK AT HIM' US' I . sja «■» — =s™^*™r v 





JWH STUMS TOWIO W£ SHOOTtHG &SIU.WI 1Ht> 

snaps a amen shot (rrwemnegr... 






I'LL FIND EVIDENCE 

somehow: do you 

KNOW HIS NAME? 
HE'S THE ONE WHO 
BAN OFF TOE 
,, HERD i 



HE'S FRANK DAVIS, 
THE NUMBER ONE 
OUTLAW WE'BE AFTER ! 
SAM JOINED HIS SANS 
to SET EVIDENCE 

AGAINST HIM I 




Pe&HK pmis am rue Ketrafmsamtweiim 
em may rtssMwm... 




I4EXL NEVEB SET TO COUBT; JEBBV, 
TELESBAPH THE Boys It! LABEPOTHAT 

r* coming the spgam. way; 

THE BEST OF you STABT -> 

FR0« THIS ENO ! LET'S F7 

move; /ia%^ 




Tuar might, johh is chllso tome HoreiM 


APELINE! IT'S \ 

voal i pipn't J 

EXPECT... 


J I ASK6P FATHEB TO 6BINS 
1 ME HEBE ! I AMO TO SEE 
|»~™_>OIJ, JOHN .' jp 


^5p^l 






Sjff^^-^jV? 






i 1 1 


tefl^jl 


QJ^B 


i if V 


m\ 



WE'VE fiOr TO 8BING LAW 


C I KNOW ! 


TO THIS TEBEITOBV, SO PEOPLE 


I'LL WAIT, 


LIKE IIS CAN MABBy AMP _ 


| JOHK ! 


LIVE IN PEACE ON OUR | 




lanp; ~»^^^_ 






\^^ 




: .jjfcr\s£f-- 


B 


_,, 




USf" 


• 


4h 




r ^#SI 



isree »«r «««7; <s johu cbosses the 

SWEET, tf WILCH.Y GffUOPIHS eiDERUMOST 



SUDDEHLY, THE SWEET IS (lilt. Of EXCITED PEOPLE, 

scjcm wes nor mce me «t the riEsim msbmm. 




soMSopy shotgunnep sam 

BARRETT THROUGH THE JAIL WINDOW 
AT TWELVE O'CLOCK, MIDNIGHT! 
THE KILLER SOT AWAy 



John ctwmsmi mwsTorue ssmer ca/fj>- 



I'M SURE I SAW FRANK 

DAVIS RIPING FROM THE 

DIRECTION OF THE JAIL, 

CAPTAIN I 



go after mm, Boys ; and 

BRING IN ANy OF DAVIS'5 MEN 
THAT you CAN ROUND UP .' ^ 




t-lSe nauseas I 
opdmis's fe 

G*VG... f^ 

- - - I 



FRANK LEFT FOR LAREDO 
yESTERDAy AFTERNOON, 
WHEN yOUR RANGER TOLD KIM 
TO GETOUTA TOWN, CAPTAIN ■' 



HE HAP BUSINESS THEy'RE LVING, CAPTAIN! DAVIS 
THERE THIS WAS IN FOWLERTON LAST 

MORNING.' CHECK NIGHT ! I SAW HIM 
WITH LAREDO I L 




THERE'S ONLY ONE WAY TO 
FIND OUT! I'LL TELEGRAPH 
THE MARSHAL AT LAREDO 
AND ASK HIM IF DAVIS IS 
THEBE ' 





Jaw Bums caPniN coopu. 


SO yOU THINK DAVIS 
PLAYED PONY EXPRESS, 
CMANSINS HORSES 

EVERY FEW , -rrtf 

-. miles: i 'i 


IT'S THE ONLY 
WAYHECOUi.0 
HAVE MADE IT ! 


\J ■'' 


T 


ililHH 


r m 


mm 









IT'S WORTH TRYING, JOHN ! WE'LL ■ 
SENP FIVE GOOD MOUNTS FROM HERE 
AND BENT FIVE IN LAREDO i You'll 

HAVE A FEESH H0B5E EVEBY TEN 
MILES l 




THMEXTMOMIMS- 



IT'S NINE O'CLOCK .' IF I'M. 

IN LABEPO BY SIX, WE'LL 

KNOW PAVIS COULP PO IT ! 



' I'LL TELEGRAPH THE 

MARSHAL YOU'RE ON YOUR 
WAYANDASKHIM.TOKEEP 
PAVIS IN TOWN ! GOOD LUCK, 



\ ",% i ,m A -1 1 





$A/S/D£ Ttf£ g£S/£GEP U£S% THE MAN 
/fA&irtV 4$ £IE£<2>0 BACA L/ES PX0/U£4$ 



cLF&SO /OVOfVS fS/S CXAA/CE5 A#E Sl/M, 
Bl/T £/£ /$ £}£r£/?A4/A/££> TO A®££> OOT 
4$ LOM&-AS /&OSS/SL&. - - 




VVWATCOULDI DO? 
I miPP TO TELL ELFEGO 
HE WAS MAKING A 

MISTAKE '. NOMAW CAW 
STAMP ASAINST PICE 
SMITMANP WIS SANS/ 



i ELFEGO HAS 
FRIENRS IN 

TWEy WILL help; 
I WILLfflCE 
iMMED/ATELVi 




Dur/ng rue -n^//zry-T^^se£ wwe &/£&£, oi/£x #gl/& 7vaa£4M& sut-isrs 

AXG StfGT. ■ ■ gar &l/A/F£R& £T/LL COMSS FROM 7V£ RI/8&1& 4-V& &W ' ' ' 




■fl/jtSS MOVZ& &ATM&. 



ELFEOO HAS BEEN FEEEPi \\-A 

THE COURT SAIP HE ACTED p/f 

)M THE SEST INTERESTS , 

OF THE LAW/ 




HERE IS THE FIRST V : 
PAYMENT ON VOUR. V 1 
HUT, 5ENOR1TA. - - I 
WILL WORK HARP TO 
PAY VOU FOR THE / 
REST OF IT.' _— J 

" V - 




BUT I WILL, FAV YOU SACK! ANC? I AM 
SOIHS TO STUpy LAW.' MOST OP OUR 
PEOPLE PO NOT UNPERSTANP AMERICAN 
LAW, ANC THEY ARE AFRA1P OF WHAT 
THEY PO NOT UNPERSTANP 



IT WILL TAKE TIME.. 
I WILL HAVE TO gTU PV j 

NIGHTS... r _r * 

^7 yOJJ WILL SUCCEEP, , 

J ELFEGO/ANP I—I MEAN, 

WE.,. WILL BE PEOUP 




SSfOXS &.F£&0 CAM 0&AW && SUM, 
D/CE SM/TM f/xss . . . 




THOSE TWO LOOK LIKE , 
TMEWE SEEN A GHOST.' 
HOW DIP you DO IT, 
ELFCGO?r SAW HIM 
SHOOT VOU/TOO.' 




£lfs&os fame sp/seaos,.,aa/p' 

PEPSUAOEO g~/ D£PUTy AIOK&AH; ME 
AGffSES TO TAKE A NEW JOB ■ . . 



PON'T TRY THAT A6AIN., dice I J 
I'VE SEEM ACQUITTED ONCE • . . 
BUT REMEMBER IF THERE'S ONE \ 
■TO BE TKIEP AND ONE TO BE 
BUElEP - CM GOlMG To BE THE 
ONE THAT'S TRIED/ 




AAfO 6~OF%0M THAT J2AV OAfjELPE&Q 

SACA BEC0MS6 ATA/OH/A/ 'AS THE" 41 4 A/ 
W/TH A/WE LIVES . • . 

. . BUT FROM NOW ON, I'M " s 
G0IN6 TO SE CAUTIOUS ANV- 
WAy/ THEfTE JUST MISHT E 
SOMEONE FOOL ENOUGH TD 




/T /£ A/OT COA/& 3EFO&E THE PEOP10 
OF SOCOfitKO &EAUZS ELFE&O SACA /S A 

D/FFEPEA/T K/A/O OFSUEP/FF. . . 




the judge won't &e, 
back till tomorrow ' 
vou might as well 
start serving your 
sentence now... , 
Save a little time 




soop idea! we 

HEAR THE SKLIS 
IS' SETTER NOW 
THAT YOU'RE THE 
SHERIFF,' WE'RE, 
ANXIOUS TC> TRY IT/ 




I WOULDN'T HAVE BELIEVED IT IF I 
WAPNT SEEN IT WITH AW OWN EVES, 
ELPE60.' IT LOOK'S LIKE LAW AND ORPER 
HAS PINALLV COME TO SOCORRO/ 



B ' 1 

CM 



LISTEN TO THIS-- IF yU WANT ME, YOU 
gMNKTETy- BLANK 'CUM AN'6ET A\E ,' I 
WILL SE WAITIN' IN CIBOLA CANVON, 
WEDNESDAY M0KNIW6 SIGNED, 

CHAELES 6ENT0N FILLMORE,'*'! 





HE SHOT A VOUNS PROSPECTOR WHO 
WANDERED INTO THE MOUNTAINS.' PJDNY ' 
KILL HIM/ BUT CHARLIE 5AYS HE'LL 5HOOT 
ANYBODY WHO COMES INTO HIS TERRITORY/ 
HE'6 ALWAYS SWOfW-NNTt-IE SWEET BYE 
AND BYE'?.. LIKE IgAlP, 

he's real loco,' „__, 

-Tomorrow's 

wednesday.' i 

thinx i'll ripe out 

and* mest h(m / 





7Z/E N£XT PAV, AS 2i-F£&0 /&£>£& 
/A/7& C/SOLA CAM)/OM- 




*4& CMAKL/B STARTS TO /SSLGAOj 
£LF£&0 DA6H£$ 4&?05$ T&£ CAA/YON-: 




£t.OH/LY,ME g£G/HS 72? SCALP 
THE STEEP CAWON WAUS.. ■ 

,••■■ 





I'LL WARN THEM ■ - • AND 
IF TMEy PON'T MOVE' FAST 
ENOU&H.I'LL SHOOTiTWAT 
m GOOP ENGLISH? 



FOR NOW, IT'LL 
HAVE TO Be.' 




AS ELFE&O STAGT6 SACK P0PVA/ 7£3 T//£ 
CA/VyQN FLOOZ, CHARLIE ££6/MS 7& S//VG- 



1 IN THE SWEET Bye ANP 
BYE, WE SHALL MEET ON 
THAT gEE-U-TlFUL SH0I?6. 



.^/T ELFE&O'S APM//SAT/QN /$ 
SOMEWHAT P/MMEPA6 CttA&L/E SEA/OS 

*tm a patt/ns Gogp-sys'-- 




■7HW6S A#£ QUWFOK T/SE NEXT TWO PAVE, Ttf£tf . 
OA/E £\/EAttNG,A& ECFEEO tf£A/EH/$ tf/6 AGQMAWrAA/CEi 
MTH 7W£ &EAUT/EIJL AM/FA CHAVEZ. - - ■ 




WHAT IS WRONsJ A WOMAN MAS JUST 
5ER0R JUEZ 7 COME IN WITH A TEFTRI&LE 
' STORY-.. THIS AFTER- 
NOON, AS SHE AMP MSB"/ 
FAMILY WERE ONTHSJR ' 
WAV TO LOS CEWTA3,A 
BANPIT STOPFEP THEM- 




BE CAKE FUL, ELF EGO 
THE SHAMELESS ONE 
16 THE MOST EANS6ROU5 
MAN IN ALL THE 
TERR I TORY. 



PO NOT WORRV 
ABOUT ELFESO- 
ANITA- --APE YOU 
FO(SaETTIN<S 
HE HAS NINE 



%S F0UOMN& PAY. AS £IF£G0 flc/#Si/£tS 





•tftE /A/&/A-V0 £A/6A&£ /A/A tW$F£®E& 
C0iW£#$AT/OAl jCO? A frl&VI&VTAHP 7WEM- ■ 



WE TRTUST VOUMHE MAW YOL1 ARE LOOK- 
IMS POP PASSEP HERE YESTERPAY! HE 
SAVE US SILVER AND SAID HE WAS &EIMS 
FURSUEP SV WHITfi MEN.'WS PIC NOT 
KNOW HE WAS A. KILLER. .' 



THANK VOU,^V ' 
MOST QKATeWL ! 




£{.F£t3D TAXES M/S Pfe/SQA/EfiZ ACROSS 
WZ0OKDEX h/HS/e? U£ FORMALLY 
PLACES M/M UA/DEJZ AffREST . . . 



HOW CAW YOU DO YOU ARE WOT OF 

THIS TO SOMEONE /V\V BLOOC-' VOU AEEl 

OP YOUR OWN SLOOP?) PESCENDED FROM 
. A HE-GOAT/ 




I'VE GOT A HUNCH OUR PRISONER WONT 
LIVE LON& ENOUGH TO PACE TRIAL, 
ELFEGO.T EVEN HAP TO MOVE 50ME 
OF THE PRISONERS OUT OF HIS CELL SO 

THEY WOULPW'T HURT Wl*\/ 
WHAT'S ALLTH/S ABOUT GETTING 
HM A LAWYER 



NO MATTER HOW SAP WIS CRIME - - - 
EVERYONE IS ENTITLED TO LESALAIP.' 
ANP IP ANYONE TRIES TO TAKE EL 
aNVERGiJEN2A AWAY FROM ME, THEY'LL 
HAVE TO SHOOT ME FIRSTMWOTHEY 
5H0ULP KNOW J'P STILL HAVE A FEW 
LIVES LEFT AFTER THAT.' 



■:■■ 




SOON AN UNRULY MOB 
GATHERS OUTSIDE 7HE-JA/1-. 



\*zs/ 



LISTEN TO /AB.'-OHCB ALL OF YOU SAW 
ME FACE A MOB THAT WANlTEP To TAKE 
M¥ LIFE.' WHEN I STOOP UP TO THErt 

VpU THOLISHT I WAS A HERO / ,___* 

Vt, — .^ir 




WELL,ONE MOB IS NO DIFFERENT FROM 
ANOTHER.' YOU ARE NOT HUMAN BEINGS 
ANYMORE... YOU ARE A MOg.'SO 
HOME AND BECOME HUMAN BEINGS 
AGAIN r . , LET THE LAW TAKE CARE 
OF THIS ' 



; 



THAT WGHT, IA//r# #/S CELLMATE, */££££ 
//OGS,ELS/-VVE/eal/£^ZA PLOTS ESCAPE... 




LAsWe, P£/*t/ry MQ/F&AK 0K/A/0& AS MOZ&AM SETS 7K£ TStAY & &&*/' ■ 

Ttf£ f&/£oM£KS TW£/# SL/PP&Z- •■ 




,4t0M£'Vr& £A7£#, TH£ £SCAP£ 
/£> &/&CQIS£#£t? ■ ■ ■ 



WE'RE FORMING A F0£5E \ 
AWP GOING AFTER THEM/ 
SHERIFF.' THI5 TIME IT'S 

©UR.TURN TO SEE 
JUSTICE CXWE.' YOU'VE 

HAP YOUR CHANCE/ 




7H£ -PO£$£ MAS ALX£A0V #AC£G> OUT 
OP 7ZVKV AS £IP£&0 Sr/FPff /A/TV 
T#£ ST#££T- ■ ■ 




AfBLFSSQ C#05$£S 7U£ GTZBET,,. ^W/W«f tf£ &A& WtUtP &LP&&X 

— ££m</£x<3ueNZAcx0$$£Grama&7i&. 

LtVSXY &TA0LS"* 




WOatf&ED, £1 S/A/MEffGuSHZA Tfr/SS TO Fi-££; SOOM, / A/ TU£ jL/V£/ey STASLg,. 
8£/T£//C£ AA/AVEA/&W& &40SV £LF£&Q 
SACA KiS£5ANP PU&SaeSHM--- 




T#£ Ql/TCAW P/g£S &L/MDL Y BUT 
A ■SPL/T-SECQMD LATE*. ■ ■ 



TOO BAP HE WOULP - 
, NOT BELIEVE WE —IT 
f WAS EITHER Ul/A OK AAE" 




WE'RE ALLMIGHTY V SURVlVfi?TWE 
THANKFUL YOU'RE J DOCTOR TOLP -WEI 

GOIWGTO <sq* ; j HAVE AT LEAST, 
SURVIVE,. £LF£SO-j -j FOUR LIVES LEFT/ 





GOOP LOCK!' [ci 
COMEBACK ,1 
SOON,ELF£60!.l 

P •/-?■ * 


THEKE,MV PKETTV 1 ■ | 
LITTLE SENOClTA, "SB 
&OES A REAL. MAN' M 
ELFE^OB-ACA,TWe *H 
/*<\AN wrrM N/NE LIMBS'- I 


mm 



\ . 



T/ie Dell Trademark is, and always 
has been, a positive guarantee that 
the comic magazine bearing it eon- 
tains only clean and wholesome 
entertainment. The Dell code elimi- 
nates entirely, rather than regulates, 
objectionable material. Thai's why 
when your child buys a Dell Comic 
you can be sure, it contains only good 
fun. -'dell comics are good comics" 
is out only credo and constant goal. 



For 



T S S SLMJGHTW 

By Stan )<w es 

Swingin'onhissiQe, 
Ghotus: 

Frem Louisiana T 
in Tews a R an & eI 



Mating »» 0MS , 



"^repeat*'" 5 ' 
H. told men i"? 1 ° 

by **»="" „ u |diide, 

»""*" ,eltcb..»s) 
Folks said - ("'" 

While 

»" *"..",.. his bride, 




THE NINE LIVES OF 
ELFEGO BACA 

Words and Music fay 
Bichard Dehr and Frank Miller 
In tire land of big men 
Mien tnis fMl West was wild 

Chorus: 
"'"eli.es had ElfegcBaV, *" "**""« "<■ 

«*S a i,S"? tothe *»*-««», 

Jnd the folks all around 
s ">«tlle praise of Elfego,, I g, t „. 
(Repeat Chorus) 

"?««* and his aim it was true 

He d nde with the law 'til wastrue - 

The battle was through 

With a star on his chest 

He was law in the West ' 

Thay called him Elfego, 'el gate. 
(Repeat Chorus) 

Elfego had lived with his life on a thread 
F man,, BhadMhjm y tad 
Jnd the legend was that like el gate th,™ 
Mine lives had Elfego, al eat o ' 8 ""■ 
(Repeat Chorus) 

Elfego was small but Elfego was bra.e 
rhe,e.erer,,„»who„ lsn edhf m X 

Kdme^S'™^ 
Nme li.es had Elfego, el gato. 
(Repeat Chorus) 

Elfego was good and Elfego was kind 
To the man on the range ' 

™ the man in the mine' 
The people in lown and the good 

folks around, 
Sang the praise of Elfego, el gato 
(Repeat Chorus) 

Copyright ©1958 Wonderland Music C 



TWO MEN ...sharply different in 
background and personality, but alike in 
courage, faith, and in the strong belief 
of the rights of others . . . two men, 
neither of whom intended to be a 
lawman — both of whom were destined to 
join the law through strange circumstances 
and to earn undying fame. 




Elfego Baca 






quiet, almost soft-spoken. Sur- 
viving a siege of eighty men, he 
became known as El Gato, the 
cat, "the man with nine lives." 
A man who fought for his 
people's rights under an unyield- 
ing creed: "If there is one to be 
buried and one to be tried, I'm 
going to be the one to be tried." 



Texas John Slaughter... 



a powerful man, with remark- 
able, penetrating eyes, which 
riveted the attention of others. 
A skillful trail blazer and an 
uncanny tracker, who unfailingly 
trailed his quarry to the end . . . 
and justice. 




